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DETAILED ACTION 

Information Disclosure Statement 

Applicant is requested to provide information/prior art that are relevant to 
applicant's disclosure, particularly figures 2-4. In order to reach a full and proper 
consideration of the issues raised herein, it is necessary to obtain additional information 
from applicant regarding the aforementioned issues. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 21-22, and 37-42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Blair et al. (USPUB 2005/0080597) (applicant admitted prior art, figs 2-4). 

With regards to claim 21 , Blair et al. (AAPA, fig. 2-4)discloses an appliance for 
monitoring equipment comprising: 

a data port for receiving data from said equipment; (38;figure 2) 

a communication module for receiving one or more software components, each 
software component for processing said equipment data in accordance with an optional 
service, and for receiving a set of configuration data adapted to enable or disable said 
software components; (40;figure 2) 

a memory for storing said software components; (34;figure 2)and 



Application/Control Number: 10/683,913 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2863 

a processor for executing said software components in accordance with said 
configuration data. (32;figure 2) 

With regards to claim 22, Blair et al. (AAPA, fig. 2-4) discloses an appliance for 
monitoring one or more office equipment devices comprising: 

a data port for receiving data from said equipment; (38;figure 2) 

software adapted primarily for monitoring said devices, said software including 
one or more software components, each software component for processing said 
equipment data in accordance with an optional service; (36;fig 2) 

a communication module for receiving a set of configuration data adapted to 
enable or disable said software components, wherein said software components 
comprise at least software with instructions for monitoring a different appliance; (40; 
figure 2) 

a memory for storing said software; (34;figure 2) and 
a processor for executing said software in accordance with said configuration 
data. (32;figure 2) 

With regards to claim 37, Blair et al. (AAPA, fig. 2-4) discloses a system for 
monitoring office equipment comprising: 

one or more monitoring appliances adapted to monitor said office equipment, 
each monitoring appliance including: (30;figure 2) 

a data port for receiving data from said equipment; (38;figure 2) 

appliance software adapted primarily for monitoring said equipment, said 
software including one or more software components, each software component for 
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processing said equipment data in accordance with an optional service, wherein said 
optional service includes functionality for monitoring a different appliance; (figure 2) 

a first communication module for receiving a set of configuration data adapted to 
enable or disable said software components; (figure 2) 

a first memory for storing said appliance software; (figure 2)and 

a first processor for executing said software in accordance with said configuration 
data; (figure 2)and 

a central server including: (back office; figure 4) 

server software for controlling the communication of data to and from said 
monitoring appliances; (figure 4) 

a first database of configuration data for said monitoring appliances; (figure 4) 
a second memory for storing said server software and said first database; (fig 4) 
a second processor for executing said server software; (66; figure 12)and 

a second communication module for transmitting said configuration data to said 
monitoring appliances, (back office; figure 2&4) 

With regards to claim 38, Blair et al. (AAPA, fig. 2-4) discloses an application for 
modifying the configuration data stored in said first database, (figure 4) 

With regards to claim 39, Blair et al. (AAPA, fig. 2-4)discloses server further 
includes a second database of new or upgraded software components, (figure 4) 

With regards to claim 40, Blair et al. (AAPA, fig. 2-4)discloses first and second 
communication means are also adapted to download new or upgraded software 
components from said central server to said monitoring appliances, (figure 4) 
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With regards to claim 41, Blair et al. (AAPA, fig. 2-4)discloses configuration data is 
adapted to enable or disable a new or upgraded software component, (figure 4) 

With regards to claim 42, Blair et al. (AAPA, fig. 2-4)discloses system for 
monitoring office equipment comprising: 

one or more monitoring appliances adapted to monitor said office equipment, 
each monitoring appliance including: (figure 2) 

a data port for receiving data from said equipment; (figure 2) 

a first communication module for receiving one or more software components, 
each software component for processing said equipment data in accordance with an 
optional service, and for receiving a set of configuration data adapted to enable or 
disable said software components; (40;figure2) 

a first memory for storing said software components; (34 ;figure 2) and 

a first processor for executing said software components in accordance with said 
configuration data; (32;figure 2) and 

a central server (back office ;figure 2) including: 

server software for controlling the communication of data to and from said 

monitoring appliances; (figure 4) 

a first database of configuration data for said monitoring appliances; (figure 3) 
a second database of software components for said monitoring appliances; 

(50;figure 4) 

a second memory for storing said server software and said first and second 
databases; (back office; figure 4) 
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a second processor for executing said server software; (back office; figure 4)and 
a second communication module for transmitting said configuration data and. 
said software components to said monitoring appliances. ( back office; figure 2) 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-7, 9-12, 14-20,23-28, 30-32, 34-36 and 42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Blair et al. (USPUB 2005/0080597) (applicant 
admitted prior art, figs 2-4) in view of St. Regis Paper Co. v. Bemis Co., 193 USPQ 8. 

With regards to claim 1 , Blair et al. (AAPA, fig. 2-4)discloses an appliance for 
monitoring equipment comprising: 

first means for receiving data from said equipment; (38;fig 2) 

second means for receiving a set of configuration data(42;figure 3), wherein said 
second means includes a communication module; (40;figure 2 )(figure 4) and 

third means for processing said equipment data in accordance with a optional 
service, (32,36;fig 2) wherein said configuration data is adapted to enable or disable 
said optional services, (60-62; figure 4) wherein said appliance is adapted to restart 
upon receiving a restart signal form said communication module. (66;figure 4) 
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Blair et al. (AAPA, fig. 2-4)discloses the claimed invention except for a plurality of 
services. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill, in the art at the time 
the invention was made to-, :since it has been held that mere duplication of the 
essential working parts of a device involves only routine skill in the art. St. Regis Paper 
Co. v. Bemis Co., 193 USPQ 8. 

With regards to claim 2 and 29, Blair et al. (AAPA, fig. 2-4) discloses said third 
means includes: 

software for processing said equipment data, (36;fig 2) said software including 
one or more software components, each software component for performing an optional 
service; (36;figure 2) fourth means for storing said software; (34;figure 2) and 

fifth means for executing said software in accordance with said configuration 
data, which is adapted to enable or disable said software components. (72;figure 12) 

With regards to claim 3, Blair et al. (AAPA, fig. 2-4)discloses fourth means is a 
memory. (34;figure 2) 

With regards to claim 4, Blair et al. (AAPA, fig. 2-4)discloses memory is also 
adapted to store said configuration data. (34;figure 2) 

With regards to claim 5, Blair et al. (AAPA, fig. 2-4)discloses a fifth means is a 
processor. (32;figure 2) 

With regards to claim 6, Blair et al. (AAPA, fig. 2-4)discloses a first means 
includes one or more data ports. (38;figure 2) 

With regards to claim 7, Blair et al. (AAPA, fig. 2-4)discloses data ports are also 
adapted to transmit data to said equipment. (64;figure 4 & 38;figure 2) 
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With regards to claim 9, Blair et al. (AAPA, fig. 2-4)discloses means for 
transmitting data to a remote system. (52;figure 4) (40;figure 2) 

With regards to claim 10, Blair et al. (AAPA, fig. 2-4)discloses means for 
receiving new or upgraded software components, (figure 4) 

With regards to claim 11, Blair et al. (AAPA, fig. 2-4) discloses configuration data is 
adapted to enable or disable a new or upgraded software component, (figure 4) 

With regards to claims 16-18, Blair et al. (AAPA, fig. 2-4) discloses the 
communication module is coupled to an Internet connection either a dialup or wireless. 
(40;figure 2) 

With regards to claim 19, Blair et al. (AAPA, fig. 2-4) discloses the appliance is a 
stand-alone device separate from said equipment. (30; figure 2) 

With regards to claim 20, Blair et al. (AAPA, fig. 2-4) discloses the equipment 
includes one or more printers, (fig 2) 

With regards to claim 23, Blair et al. (AAPA, fig. 2-4) discloses a system for 
monitoring equipment comprising: 

one or more monitoring appliances adapted to monitor said equipment, each 
monitoring appliance including (30;figure 2) 

first means for receiving data from said equipment; (38;figure 2) 

second means for receiving a set of configuration data; (32,40;figure 2) and 

third means for processing said equipment data in accordance with a plurality of 
optional services, wherein said configuration data is adapted to enable or disable said 
optional services; (32;figure 2) wherein said third means includes: 
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software for processing said equipment data, (36;figure 2)said software including 
one or more software components, each software component for performing an optional 
service, wherein said software component for performing an optional service, wherein 
said software is adapted to restart said monitoring appliance after receiving and storing 
said configuration data; (figure 4) and 

a memory for storing said software; (34 figure 2) and 

a processor for executing said software in accordance with said configuration 
data, which is adapted to enable or disable said software components; (32;figure 2) and 

fourth means for transmitting said configuration data to said monitoring 
appliances. (62;figure 4) 

With regards to claim 24, Blair et al. (AAPA, fig. 2-4)discloses a fourth means 
includes a central server. (20;figure 1A) 

With regards to claim 25, Blair et al. (AAPA, fig. 2-4)discloses a central server 
includes a first database of configuration data for the monitoring appliances. (50;figure 
4) 

With regards to claim 26, Blair et al. (AAPA, fig. 2^)discloses a user can change 
which services in a monitoring appliance are enabled or disabled by modifying the 
configuration data for that monitoring appliance stored in said first database. (42;figure 
3) 

With regards to claim 27, Blair et al. (AAPA, fig. 2-4)discloses a central server 
includes an application for modifying the configuration data stored in said first database. 
(20;figure 1A) 
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With regards to claim 28, Blair et al. (AAPA, fig. 2-4) discloses an application is a 
web application, (figure 4) 

With regards to claim 30, Blair et al. (AAPA, fig. 2-4)discloses a central server 
includes a second database of new or upgraded software components, (figure 4) 

With regards to claim 31, Blair et al. (AAPA, fig. 2-4) discloses monitoring 
appliances further include means for receiving new or upgraded software components 
from said central server(figure 4) 

With regards to claim 32, Blair et al. (AAPA, fig. 2-4) discloses configuration data 
is adapted to enable or disable a new or upgraded software component, (figure 3) 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, 
or composition of matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a 
patent therefor, subject to the conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 43-46 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

The claims are directed to a judicial exception; as such, pursuant to the Interim 
Guidelines on Patent Eligible Subject Matter (MPEP 2106)), the claims must have either 
physical transformation and/or a useful, concrete and tangible result. The claims fail to 
include transformation from one physical state to another. Although, the claims appear 
useful and concrete, there does not appear to be a tangible result claimed. Merely 
restarting said monitoring appliance with said software components enabled or disabled 
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from execution in accordance with said configuration data would not appear to be 
sufficient to constitute a tangible result, since the outcome of the restarting step has not 
been used in a disclosed practical application nor made available in such a manner that 
its usefulness in a disclosed practical application can be realized. As such, the subject 
matter of the claims is not patent eligible. 

In order to overcome the rejection, claim language should be added that includes 
outputting, displaying storing or otherwise conveying the result of the previous method 
steps. 

For further clarification please refer to the Interim Guidelines for Examination of 
Patent Applications for Patent Subject Matter Eligibility which can be found on the 
following website; 

http://www.uspto.gov/web/offices/com/sol/oq/2005/week47/patqupa.htm 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-7, 9-12, 14-28, 30-32, and 34-46 
have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Mathiesen et al. (USPUB 2003/0135381) teaches an automated 
distributed printing system, and Carney et al. (USPN 6,453,268) teaches methods, 
systems and program for monitoring a device with a computer using user selected 
monitoring settings. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Aditya S. Bhat whose telephone number is 571-272-2270. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Barlow can be reached on 571-272-2269. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Aditya Bhat 

April 2, 2007 . y 




